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The Dallas Goethe Center recognizes the close relationship between culture and language
learning and this is reflected in how we design and facilitate our courses. We follow an
immersion approach. Our goal is to provide at least 90% of the instruction in the target
language German. Many of our teachers are native speakers, while others have lived in a
German-speaking country for an extended period of time or fallen in love with German
language and culture, which supports the immersion approach.
Classes are specifically designed to accommodate the individual student’s language
skills, interests and needs. Our curriculum focuses equally on speaking, reading and
writing, and the materials used in our classrooms adhere to standards set by the American
Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL), the American Association of
Teachers of German (AATG) and the Council of Europe (COE). We model our learning
and teaching environment after approaches recommended by the Goethe-Institut,
Germany’s official worldwide operating cultural institute.

Proficiency Level Descriptors based on the Common European Framewok of Reference for Languages (CEFR)

Our children's classes offer a fun, yet academically challenging learning environment
that stimulates conversation and social interactions with their peers and adults. Most of
our students learn German as their second or third language; only a few speak German at
home and can be considered “Heritage Learners”. Therefore, our curriculum emphasizes
the teaching of German as a foreign or second language.
Our younger students start by learning basic phrases and sentence structures. They are
introduced to beloved German children's games and books. They learn about German
traditions and participate in German holidays, such as St. Martin's. For example, this

1

summer our children went on a “Deutschlandreise” to learn more about “Land und Leute.
During the regular semester, our youngest children learn “Deutsch mit Hans Hase”
(http://shop.goethe.de/shop/20081010001/p-13366.htm)
and use “Spielerisch Deutsch Lernen”
(https://shop.hueber.de/de/reihen-und-lehrwerke/spielerisch-deutsch-lernen.html). Kindergarteners start developing
their German reading and writing skills with “Tamtam” (https://shop.hueber.de/de/reihen-undlehrwerke/tamtam.html) and then move on to Planetino (http://www.hueber.de/seite/pg_info_pli) and Planet
(https://shop.hueber.de/de/reihen-und-lehrwerke/planet.html).

The chosen teaching and learning materials provide our students with an opportunity to
age-appropriately progress from one CEFR level to the next and the teachers with a
guideline. Of course, there will always be times when the teacher brings in other
materials to address a current topic or to answer a specific question. In addition, the
higher-level classes work towards and participate in the AATG National German Exam
and in German contests.
Our adult students build and improve their vocabulary and grammar and learn how to
comfortably converse in German. Using recommended and approved textbooks,
workbooks and online exercises as a guideline, instruction is tailored to the students'
language proficiency level. Common expressions are taught that would come in handy at
business meetings, at restaurants, or in a philosophical discussion. We have been using
the series/curriculum “Schritte International” (https://www.hueber.de/schritte-international/) successfully
and will continue to do so. The series was chosen because it not only allows the adult
learner to easily progress from one level to another, but also makes the progression
transparent and transitioning to other German language programs around the world
seamless. In addition, the series comes with multiple teaching manuals, learning CD sets
and online resources that support the instructors in their striving to enhance the learning
environment for their students.
Assessment is an important part of teaching. At the Dallas Goethe Center we believe that
for assessment to be meaningful it must be done thoughtfully, systematically and in
cooperation with the students and the parents of our younger students. Where do we want
students to be at the end of a course or a program? How will we know if they get there?
These are two important questions that our teachers ask themselves while preparing their
lessons. They are constantly collecting information about student learning and
performance to help students reach their language learning goals. Curriculum-based
assessments, i.e. tests at the end of a unit or chapter, are used to monitor progression
during and at the end of a semester. Additionally, we are offering students to prepare for
standardized examinations facilitated by the Goethe-Institut.
We became a Goethe-Institut Examination Center (ImP) in 2015 and – now that we
have had an opportunity to get more of our instructors trained and certified – will offer
their exams starting September 11, 2016. The Goethe-Institut’s exams are designed to
demonstrate language skills relating to German as a foreign language and German as a
second langue and are administered around the world in accordance with uniform
regulations to children (ages 10 and up) and adults. One need not have attended a
language course or acquired a certificate in order to participate in an exam, meaning the
exams are not only open to our students but can be taken by students who have studied
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German at middle or high schools, community colleges, universities or other German
language instituts as well (https://www.goethe.de/de/spr/kup/prf.html). Companies, businesses and
universities all over the world acknowledge the Goethe-Institut exams as proof of
German language proficiency. There is a fee attached for the students though and most of
the money needs to be sent to the Goethe-Institut in Washington to cover their costs. Still,
we felt adding the exams to our portfolio worthwhile as it is a service valuable to our
students. And, of course, nobody is required to take the exams. It is just an opportunity to
show what one has learned and is able to do.
We feel that studying German at the Dallas Goethe Center offers students much more
than an ordinary language program. Students are engaged in an interactive experience
and will become members of the Dallas area German-American community.

Barbara Berthold, Executive Director
bberthold@dallasgoethecenter.org
469.708.8342
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